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Amid the race to the voting polls,
Cal State Monterey Bay (CSUMB)
faces a race to "approach the bench"
as one faculty member encouraged
students to vote "Yes" on proposi
tion 30. The Otter Realm was the
first to speak with Gov. Jerry Brown,
concerning the alleged lawsuit.
When asked if he believed Strom
berg's move was "smart", Brown
replied, "We all have the right to
free speech and it is totally legit to
communicate factual information
to students. The fact is if this propo
sition is defeated, tuition will rise.
There is no gilding the lily here."
Human Communications Profes
sor Ernest Stromberg and Cal State
Monterey Bay are being sued for il
legally soliciting students through
school e-mail in support of Prop
30. Matt Bolner, HCOM, senior, and
chairman of the Otter College Re
publicans, filed a complaint to the
"No on Prop 30" organization, af
ter he felt the e-mail was an act of
persuasion and misuse of taxpayer
funding.
"We as students have a right not
to deal with campaigning from
students," Bolner said. "Professors
shouldn't be using state time and
state property to tell us how to
vote."
The "No on Prop 30" organization

forwarded Bolner's complaint to
the Howard Jarvis Taxpayers As
sociation, a nonprofit public ben
efit corporation comprised of over
200,000 taxpaying members. They
are now assisting Bolner with the
lawsuit.
The e-mail, sent on Sept. 27 to
over 360 students in the Human
Communications
Department,
commented on the "fate" of Propo
PHOTO PROVIDED BY
sition 30 as a direct affect to the HUMAN COMMUNICATIONS PROFESSOR ERNEST STROMBERG AND GOV. JERRY BROWN
KATIE SHONEFF
university and teachers' jobs. In
the lawsuit, made public online, classes, while teachers may face students qualifies as a prohibited sure on the November 6, 2012 bal
lot, sponsored by Governor Jerry
Bolner and Jarvis Taxpayer Associa layoffs and furloughs," according mass mailing.
A written statement released by Brown, the California Federation of
tion claim the e-mail had solicited to Stromberg's email, which the
students to "work together to pass plaintiffs view as a threat. They also Cal State University attorney, Chris Teachers, and the California Teach
claim Stromberg induced students tine Helwick, called the email "in ers Association. If passed, Proposi
Prop 30."
appropriate and unfortunate." She tion 30 will increase the State sales
Throughout the e-mail, Stromberg with a "$498 tuition refund."
"A lot of students agreed [with is claims Professor Stromberg, and and use tax for four years on all tax
listed what would occur if Prop 30
would fail. However, what caught suing the complaint]. I'm not doing not the university sent it. CSUMB able purchases, and will increase
Bolner's attention was some of the it to cause harm, though. I'm trying is still directly accountable for the the state income tax for seven
years on incomes above $250,000
language Stromberg used sounded to hold CSUMB accountable," ex actions of its students and faculty.
As of late, the CSU system is said for individuals, or $500,000 for joint
more along the lines of a campaign plained Bolner.
Since CSUMB email is primarily to be taking "appropriate person filers.
violation: "If we work together to
When asked about the future sta
pass Prop 30, state funding for the funded through state tax revenue nel action." Stromberg was not al
bility of CSUs if prop 30 does not
California State University won't be and compulsory student fees, the lowed to comment further.
"I will be reprimanded," stated pass, Brown replied, "We will be
cut... Please share this information email is in direct violation of Gov
with your family and encourage ernment Code Section 89001, Stromberg, "This is definitely an in stable, but at a lower, more expen
them to vote their support for the which states, "No newsletter or teresting and teachable moment." sive level." He continued, "Prop 30
other mass mailing shall be sent at Stromberg promised he would is black and white. It's third grade
CSU System this November."
If the proposition does not pass, public expense." Section 82041.5 speak directly to CSUMB students arithmetic. If it does or does not
California State Universities' stu defines "mass mailing" as a mailing when given the appropriate oppor pass, hundreds of millions of dol
lars will either go in or out of the
dents and teachers could continue to more than 200 recipients. Strom tunity.
Proposition 30 is an initiative mea system."
to endure "rising fees and fewer berg's email to approximately 360
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November 1 - November 14
THURS11/01
AS MOVIE NIGHT: THE
BOURNE LEGACY

BBC
8 P.M. - 10:30 P.M.

An expansion of the
universe from Robert
Ludlum's
novels,
centered on a new hero
whose stakes have been
triggered by the events of
the previous three films

SUN 11/04
A REALLY, REALLY
FREE MARKET
MONTEREY
11A.M. -3 P.M.
Join friends of the
community for some
food, games, and fun
and feel free to bring
contributions to share

MON 11/05

TUES 11/06

AS SWAP SHOP

WHO DA PRESIDENT?

MAIN QUAD
11A.M. -2 P.M.

STUDENT CENTER
6 P.M.- 10 P.M.

Bring clothes you no
longer use, donate them
to the swap shop and
exchange them for other
clothes on the table

The election results will
be viewed live, so come
support
your
favorite
candidate and enjoy a fun
exciting night as we learn
who will lead our country
for the next four years

MON 11/12

TUES 11/13
FARM STAND

No School!

MAIN QUAD
12 P.M. -3 P.M.

WED 11/07

THURS 11/08

BLOOD DONOR DRIVE THE MILLENNIUM
STUDENT CENTER
DANCE PART II
10 A.M.-3 P.M.

Be a hero - donate blood!
Join the Campus Health
Center/Health & Wellness
Services,
Associated
Students, Athletics, and
the Community Hospital
of the Monterey Peninsula
(CHOMP) Blood Center as
we help our community

BBC
9 P.M.- 12 A.M.
Black Students United
(BSU) invites you to 'The
Millennium Dance Part II'
-- more info forthcoming
Free for CSUMB students
with valid student ID

FRI11/02

SAT 11/03

BBC
830 P.M.-12 A.M.

MEETING HOUSE
7:30 A.M.-5:30 P.M.

F. STROKES W/LAURA WEST COAST
COLLEGE OPEN
"PIECE" KELLEY

Hip Hop and Spoken Word

Come show your otter
pride
and
support
the nationally ranked
CSUMB disc golf team!

FRI 11/09

SAT 11/10

FELLOWSHIP
FRIDAY SCAVENGER
HUNT

BLUECRUE:
BASKETBALL
KICK-OFF TAILGATE

MAIN QUAD
5 P.M. - 6:30 P.M.

OTTER SPORTS CENTER
5 P.M.-6:40 P.M.

First one to get all the
things on the list, wins a
prize! You'll be running all
over campus!

We will tailgate in spirit
of the Men & Women
Basketball
teams
starting their season.
Food and Drink will be
in limited quantities

WED 11/14
HARVEST DINNER
DINNING COMMONS
5 P.M. - 8 P.M.

Join
dinning
services
for our annual Harvest
Come out and join Dining Dinner!
Services and Everyone's Prices include $10.50 or 1
Harvest at our Farmer's block
Market in the Main Quad.

FOR MORE EVENTS, VISIT THE CSUMB MASTER CALENDAR ONLINE @ WWW.CALENDAR.CSUMB.EDU

IT'S A MARATHON, NOT A SPRINT

Katie Shoneff, Editor-in-Chief

KSHONEFF@CSUMB.EDU
With Election Day approaching
quickly and the presidential race
comes to a close, the Otter Realm
(OR) has taken the time to look
back on this path of politics.

Our
centerfold
features of American life. Props 30 and
complete reviews on propositions 32 directly affect our student
30, 32, 34, 36, and 37, and less economy, while prop 37 raises
talked about propositions, 39, concerns over genetically modified
and 40. Students flocked to the foods. With such an array of issues
Otter Realm Prop Panel, planned proposed this voting season, I
by Otter Realm reporters, where continually see how everything is
they met with representatives political.
from Republican, Democrat, and
Some call this the "Activists
Green Parties, teacher and farmers Argument." I call it common
unions, the National Lawyers Guild, sense. If everything has politics,
environmental groups, and have subsequently you have the chance
their questions answered.
The to change, question, better, or
League of Women's Voters provided abolish these obstacles that may or
a non-biased overview, giving may not support our well-being.
students the chance to make their
As a collective group of student
own decision.
writers, we support the chance
We
have
seen
measures for
political
expression
and
intertwine with every aspect commentary. Politics surround

GOT AN EVENT? LET US KNOW! OTTER REALM@CSUMB.EDU

Political Saturation in
American Lives
us daily, in the classroom,
organizations, clubs, and unions all
have a vision statement they work
to promote. Our campus thrives on
diversity, and the diversity of our
politics is evident with Republic/
Democratic clubs and student
education organizations.
Even
writing an opinion piece is a form of
political standing. We should not be
overpowered by distractions. When
it comes to politics, disengagement
is our worst enemy.
***
Our OR Staff Reporters will be
covering live— Election Day at
the Student Center, tabling with
information
and
interviewing
students throughout the entire

elections process. Aside from
presidential results, the OR will
be featuring up-to-date news
articles about each propositions
fate, as well as results for county
(Monterey), city (Seaside, Marina,
Monterey), and local measures'
outcomes.
Student reporters will also
be relaying audience reactions
from Salinas, Monterey, Marina,
Santa Cruz, and Castroville for
each election and measure/
proposition outcome. It is our
mission to relay the most current,
up-to-date news to students and
community members, solidifying
our foundation as a credible news
source.
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Making A
Difference
CSUMB Students Volunteer to
Beautify Downtown Salinas
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Two Candidates, One
Office, Five Days, The
Student Voice!
do Otters look for in their next President?
What

Maseume Quartararo, Staff Reporter

Member of the Salinas-Marina
Community Food Project, institut
ed the Adopt-a-Bed Program. Since
then, involvement for the commu
An estimated 150 community nity garden has skyrocketed.
Between painting flower beds
members and 200 California State
Monterey Bay (CSUMB) students in the hot afternoon sun, Eve Okapledged to participate in Make A mura, KIN, freshman, shared, "It's
Difference Day. The initial goal was nice to see the people who live
to have 500 students pledge, but here, and hear their funny stories.
"It is sometimes harder to get stu They're really thankful people are
dents to register, than to actually here helping out."
Other volunteers were seen tire
come out," explained Steven Go
ings, CSUMB Service Opportunities lessly hauling away potent piles of
dirt, while a nearby building wall
Coordinator.
Students participated in a variety was painted white in preparation
of locations, including Chinatown, for the area's ongoing service learn
Natividad Creek Park, Carmel Val ing project. The white wall will be a
ley Village Community Park and the mural with a surrounding theme of
a movie theater. The plan is to bring PRESIDENT OBAMA AND CHALLENGOR GOVERNOR MITT ROMNEY
CSUMB campus to name a few.
Nearly half of the 28 member in a projector to show movies to
CSUMB Girls Water PoloTeam made give residents additional activities
Duane Lindsay, Staff Reporter
DLINDSAY@CSUMB.EDU
time to help restore Salinas'China to look forward to.
Based on the location's sign up
town. "We decided to come out to
make it look like a nicer, cleaner sheet nearly 140 people were pres With five days, and counting,
Cesar Martinez (Senior):
residential neighborhood," stated ent in Chinatown. While shielding until Election Day 2012, the big
"Barack Obama."
Bree Hogervorst, TAT, freshman. her eyes from the sun, Volunteer question on the ballot is who will
"I truly believe Obama is for the
The downtown Salinas location Esther Saenz looks around Soledad serve as the next President of the people. You know what changed
is heavily populated by homeless Street. She nodded in approval, "It's United States? The top candidates my perspective was the speeches
great. More people have come out are Democratic candidate and at the 2012 National Democratic
people living in tents.
Volunteers in Chinatown worked this year."
incumbent,
President
Barack Convention."
If you would like to get involved Obama, and the Republican
in the community garden, which
Courtney Ranger (Senior):
was selected for a Housing and Ur please contact: Javier Rodriguez candidate, former Governor of
"Barack Obama"
ban Development (HUD) grant in at 831-613-2561 or chinatown- Massachusetts, Mitt Romney.
"I believe in his idea for Health
2006 by the Bush Administration communitygarden@yahoo.com
Below
are
the
thoughts Care and I believe he has a lot more
and Secretary Jackson. In 2008, Steven Goings at 831-582-4659 or and perspectives of a select potential and I want to see his
Javier Rodriguez, Americorps VIP sgoings@csumb.edu
membership of the Cal State ideas develop. We also share a lot
Monterey Bay (CSUMB) student of the same view points, such as if
body and who and what they anyone messes with America, they
want to see from one of two top should die."
candidates.
Spencer Peak (Freshman):
The two questions asked are
"Mitt Romney."
below followed by student's
"I haven't seen the effects of all
answers.
what Obama has done in office,
*Who do you want to serve as and it is time for a change."
the next President of the United
Nicole Valadao (Senior):
States?"
"Barack Obama"
*What is one reason you are
"Because he supports marriage
supporting this candidate and equality and LGBTQQIA rights."
why?"
Golee Yang (Junior):
Purvi Shah (Junior):
"Barack Obama."
"Barack Obama."
"I think he can relate more to
"I feel like he hasn't had enough my struggles as a middle class
time to do what he wanted to do in individual."
office, and he should have another
Natasha Daly (Junior):
term to complete his goals. He
"Neither."
spent his first term cleaning up
"I say neither to both candidates
after the previous President; now because no matter who wins, they
he should get a second term to both are going to do evil things
WATER POLO PLAYER TAYLOR EDDY, MARINE SCIENCE
PHOTO PROVIDED BY
MASEUME QUARTARARO
SOPHOMORE PAINTING IN THE COMMUNITY GARDEN
what he planned to do."
for this country. They both are
MQUARTARARO@CSUMB.EDU

PHOTO PROVIDED BY
JEFFREY LEWIS

looking out for the big ones on
top. Basically they are working for
the same people, the corporations,
and when you look at it, whoever
has the most stocks in these
corporations, are running the
country. Overall, I think people
should do more research on the
candidates."
Anonymous Otter (Freshman):
"N/A."
"I am a side line political person
and don't state opinions often."
Karly Beavers (Junior):
"Barack Obama."
"I believe in following through,
as he is our President now, I believe
he deserves the chance to have
another term."
Morgan Clark (Junior):
"Barack Obama."
"Honestly I just agree with what
he is after, and he just needs more
time to make the changes he set
out to make."
Anonymous (Freshman):
"Barack Obama."
"I would support Obama."
Alexander Mairs (Sophomore):
"Barack Obama."
"I feel like I support Obama
because he represents me better
as who I am, my values, etc... I like
his views on environmental policy
and education."

NEWS
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The Power of Deduction
Accusations Over Payroll Deductions Surface... Again
Henry Houston, Staff Reporter
HHOUSTON@CSUMB.EDU

Since its inception, unions have
been a subject of controversy,
and with Proposition 32 and the
political advertisements aired on
television, the controversy of the
union has continued.
Much of the controversy has
been rooted in the subject of
payroll deduction.
During
the
Otter
Realm
Propositions Panel on Oct. 17, Rob
Bernosky, Republican candidate for
the California Assembly, claimed
that unions often use dues from
members for political use and
then reimburse them at the end
of the fiscal year, which he said
he encountered while serving
on the North County Joint Union
School District School Board. In
short, Bernosky accused unions
like California Faculty Association
(CFA) to use payroll deductions as
short-term loans - without interest

and that are paid off after complex
paper work at the end of the year.
However, Cal State Monterey
Bay (CSUMB) California Faculty
Association (CFA) chapter President
Steve Levinson said that this is
untrue.
The way the union deductions
operate, according to Levinson, is
that a majority of the deduction,
which is taken out by the State
Controller, is reserved for activities
directly related to the union and
a minority is used for political
donation - whenever the member
signs up for the deduction.
CFA Communications Director
Alice Sunshine reiterated Levinson's
statement.
"You can't believe these blanket
claims. Maybe one union does it,
but you have to look at the system,"
she said, adding that a union would
have to go through great extent to
accomplish what Bernosky was
accusing unions of.
In addition, Levinson said it is not

difficult to opt-out of the political
However,
CSUMB
Business
contribution deduction.
Lecturer Lou Panetta does not
"It's just simple paperwork," he agree with the use of his due
said.
money.
CFA's
Hudson
notice,
an
"[CFA] spends union funds
announcement
to
promote
to members of
legislation
CFA has spent over that I believe
expenses
for!
those who are
$1.6 million in their is harmful to
unable to attend
the
overall
"No on 32" election economic
CFA
financial
meetings and
recovery,"
campaign, which
want to see
Panetta said in
was funded by the
the
union
an e-mail.
is
spending "minority" portion of
Despite
its
money, deducted paychecks.
politicalspecifies
the
economic
activities
that
differences
the union can spend money between CFA and Panetta, he is still
with the intention of providing a voting member of CFA.
fiscal transparency. Some of the
To be a member in CFA, Sunshine
legally accepted expenses are said it starts with the contract. That
those involving negotiations for is when one becomes a member,
collective bargaining, research she said. Even if the faculty
necessary for bargaining, and member decides not to sign the
public notice to announce the contract, the "CFA will still protect
status of the negotiations.
that faculty member and represent

them when necessary, which is the
purpose of a union," she said.
The political contribution is a
minor part of a deducted paycheck.
Sunshine said it is marginal.
If a member does not want
to contribute to the political
aspect of CFA, the member will
be supporting the right for the
union to pay for CFA-sponsored
voter registration drives, campaign
advertisements and other issues
that do not have any relation to
contract negotiation.
With the 2012 Election season
ending soon, CFA has already
spent over $1.5 million in their
"No on 32" campaign, which was
funded mostly by member political
donations.
"Most people work and only
have a little bit of time and money.
Working people cannot donate
$50,000 like richer people, so we
pool our money together and
donate together," Sunshine said.

Graduating to Master Level
Grad School Fair Helps Map Students'Futures
Rachel Center, Staff Reporter
RCENTER@CSUMB.EDU

"Graduate school is a necessity
now," says Gabby Castaneda,
Global Studies, senior. "If I tried to
go straight into the global studies
work force with just my BA, I'd
never find a job." With the emphasis
on getting an education becoming
increasingly high in this country,
it's no wonder employers are now
looking for something a little extra.
"Everyone is going after their
BA these days, but not everyone
gets their masters," says Jessica
Dedmon, Senior, and peer advisor
in the Human Communications
(HCOM) department. "Getting your
masters shows a dedication to your
craft that can't be seen with just a
BA. It shows that you're willing to
go the extra mile, that you want

to learn more, be the best at what Student Center on Oct. 15. The knew I needed one before, I didn't
you want to do, and what employer CDC estimates 150-200 students know exactly why and how it would
wouldn't want that?"
came through the fair to pick-up help. Now that I know why, it makes
The Career Development Center handouts
and
talk
to me more motivated to pursue my
(CDC) invited universities from recruiters.
masters."
across the country to talk about
"I really liked the
While
some
their graduate programs, as well graduate school
students
were
"Everyone is
as how those programs can help fair. Although I
pleased
with
going after their the grad fair,
students in future endeavors.
want to go abroad
"This event is a great chance for for my masters, I BA these days, but others
shared
students to research schools and still wanted to see
constructive
programs and get the inside scoop what the schools not everyone gets criticism.
on admissions from recruiters," in
California
their masters." "I was a little
stated Thomas Rogers, Career had
to
offer,
disappointed
Advisor and Event Coordinator at just in case my
with
the
the Career Development Center.
plans don't work out," Castaneda grad fair," said
Dedmon. "I
Thirty-three representatives from said. "Everyone was incredibly definitely want to go out of state for
Chapman University, Hawaii Pacific helpful and informative. Some my masters and I was a little mad
University, Loyola Law School, and of the schools I talked to gave that there were only a few out of
even the Universidad Autonoma me a better idea of why I need a state schools there. I would have
de Guadalajara School of Medicine graduate degree in the Global really liked to see schools from the
set-up in the East Lounge of the Studies field, because, although I east coast. Overall, it was a great

event for what it is."
The CDC is pleased with the
outcome of the event. "Most of
the students who came rated
their experience satisfied to very
satisfied. The recruiters were
pleased overall with the students
they talked with," Rogers said.
"The main feedback we received
were students wanted to see
more recruiters, and the recruiters
wanted to see more students. So
we've got our goal for coming
years: to make this event bigger
and have higher attendance."
Thomas believes in order to
achieve that goal students should
attend more events hosted by
the CDC and communicate their
resource needs, so the center can
make them happen.

ADS
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ADVERTISEMENT

Thursday Night
College Invasion
DRINK SPECIALS!

BEER PONG!

DJ!

Monterey, California
Cannery Row
Brewing Company
SAVE THE DATE: NOVEMBER 15th-18th
SIERRA NEVADA TAP TAKEOVER!
70 Sierra Nevada Beers on Draft

HAPPY HOUR! MON-FRI 3-6pm
Mondays

MONDAY
NIGHT
FOOTBALL
73 BEERS ON TAP

Tuesdays

MARTIN
SHEARS
5-8pm

LIVE FROM THE
BASSment 9pm

FREE PARKING FOR LOCALS AFTER 4PM IN WAVE STREET GARAGE
Wednesdays

LIVE
EVENT
TRIVIA
8pm

30 SMALL BATCH BOURBONS

Thursdays

COLLEGE
INVASION
& THURSDAY
NIGHT FOOTBALL

Sundays
Fridays

Saturdays

DJ HANIF
WONDIR

DJ HANIF
WONDIR

9pm-2am

9pm-2am

HOMEMADE GRUB

NFL
TAILGATE
PARTY!
9am-2am

OUTDOOR FIRE PITS

OPEN TIL 2AM

LOCATED IN THE HEART OF CANNERY ROW
95 Prescott Avenue, Monterey • 831.643.CRBC (2722) • CanneryRowBrewingCompany.com
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Salinas Walks Against Violence
"Cultivating Peace Through Faith and Action" Procession
Jennifer Colijn, Staff Reporter
JCOLIJN@CSUMB.EDU

Mothers carried the saddest
posters in the world: ones with
photos of their dead sons. Children
wore garlands while adults prayed
the rosary. More than 300 families
walked with determination for
nine miles in a procession to
remind everyone that the streets of
Salinas are full of families who care,
mourn, remember and more than
anything, want to live in peace.

The procession was put together
by
Communities
Organized
for Relational Power in Action
(COPA), an organization aimed
toward building peace within
neighborhoods. The goal of the
procession was to emphasize
and "make visible an institutional
strategy and networking efforts
across institutions to deal and
address the violence in Salinas and

"The long line of fa milies from several
different faiths, and neighborhoods walked
block after block telling everyone they were
determined to stop violence."
Salinas
made
a
powerful
gesture against violence with
the procession; its slogan was
"cultivating peace through faith
and action." The procession, led by
Bishop Richard Garcia of the Roman
Catholic Diocese of Monterey, and
Bishop Mary Grey-Reeves of the
Episcopal Diocese of El Camino
Real, took place on Saturday Oct. 20
between Saint George's Episcopal
Church and Madonna del Sasso
Catholic Church.
The long line of families from
several
different faiths,
and
neighborhoods walked block after
block telling everyone they were
determined to stop violence.Thirtyeight institutions representing the
Catholics, the Methodist Church,
other faith based institutions, non
profit institutions and schools were
present in the procession.
The procession arrived around
12:30 p.m. at Madonna del Sasso
Church where songs were sung,
bishops extended their prayers,
and families held their signs.
Councilwoman Gloria De La
Rosa, Police Chief Kelly McMillan,
and other community leaders
reminded the crowd that the
issue of youth violence is not a
matter of police enforcement
only, and the focus shouldn't be
on individuals but it is a problem
that requires involvement of strong
communities, caring neighbors,
institutions
and
supportive
families.

the Monterey Bay," said Rosa Maria
Vitela, a COPA representative.
In its effort to build safer and
more peaceful communities, COPA
acknowledges the value of the
community's local involvement,
and activities such as an indoor
soccer program, as well as Night
Walks. But the larger strategy to
prevent violence came out of the
work of the Committee for Building
Peace, and has four elements: "to
create programs and activities that
help strengthen families; to design
programs and activities for youth
in safe environment; to address
the need for developing deeper
trust with the law enforcement,
and finally, to explore the power of
prayer,"Vitela said.
Cal State Monterey Bay (CSUMB)
students Hailey Leighton, Martin
Bell, and Albert Alvarado, are
doing their Service Learning with
COPA participating in the laerge
strategy of peace building and also
marched and collaborated with the
procession efforts.
In 2010, a week after the boy
Azahel Cruz died due to gang
violence the Salinas community
reacted and mobilized in the
"Stand Up for Peace Procession,"
joined by more than 5,000 people.
The procession that took place
this year is the follow-up work to
the previous one and the ongoing
peace building work that has taken
place over time on the daily basis at
the parish level.

One mother, Deborah Aguilar
from the group'A Time for Grieving
and Healing' came to both
processions mourning the loss of
her son, Stephen Joseph Aguilar.
Rosa Vitela sees the healing value
of this kind of initiatives "[they]
create and allows for a space where
people who have been dealing
with the pain of losing someone
through gang violence privately
can bring it to public and learn how
to heal in a collective way, where
they can see that they are not
alone. This allows for a collective
healing where it creates an impact
on the community."
THE COMMUNITY FIGHTS BACK FOR

THEIR NEIGHBORHOODS

PHOTO PROVIDED BY
ESTELLA PORRAS

ADVERTISEMENT

TECH
RENT

High Tech
@Low
Rental
Fees

FORMORE INFORMATION:

(831)582-5107
http://csumb.edu/TechRent
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Its a Bird,
The Ups and
It's a Plane,
Downs of
Monterey Downs It's a Hotspot?
Tad Blevins, Staff Reporter
EBLEVINS@CSUMB.EDU

Decisions Still Far Away

Tension between the supporters tion of an Olympic-sized pool, ten
of the proposed Monterey Downs nis courts, a housing development,
equestrian facility and those who and open space with trails for walk
would like to see the preservation ing and hiking would be part of
of the acres in question are on the construction.
back burner for now. Darren McBain
The Monterey Down home page
of the Fort Ord Reuse Author goes on to state that "beyond the
ity (FORA) stated that "when and many construction jobs gener
if the city of Seaside approves the ated by the community, Monterey
project, then that approval would Downs brings an entirely new in
be
required
dustry
to
to come be
the region
I
"
t
could
easily
be
1
to
2
fore the FORA
with
the
years from now, given
board for a
creation of
determination
that the project is in the the thor
of consistency
oughbred
early stage of review."
with the FORA
training and
base
reuse
track facil
plan,
before
ity. Office,
the city's approval can go into ef hotel and retail properties will also
fect. However, it could easily be 1-2 add permanent jobs to the mix. Ed
years from now, given that the proj ucation has been one of the corner
ect is in the early stages of review in stones of the Fort Ord Reuse Plan,
local jurisdiction (Seaside)."
and Monterey Downs takes full use
Opponents of the development of its proximity to the multiple new
have raised concerns over water educational institutions located
rights in the area as well as the ig at the former Fort Ord base. The
norance of the option to use land construction of the Training Facility
that is currently occupied by the with its state-of-the-art diagnosis,
dilapidated barracks of the former treatment and research facilities
Fort Ord military installation. The will provide an opportunity for new
impact on the forest and its wildlife courses and classes locally to train
is of concern as well. Thousands of students in the equine field."
trees would have to be cut down
As written in a previous Otter
for the construction and this would, Realm article by staff reporters
in turn, dislocate tens of thousands Ben Garland and Justin Ebrahemi
of animals that live in the wilder "despite the environmental back
ness east of Cal State Monterey Bay lash, Monterey Downs claims to
(CSUMB) campus. CSUMB already have a bright future for CSUMB.
has a racoon problem on campus Interim president Eduardo Ochoa
and this development adjacent representing CSUMB said he hopes
to campus would certainly make Monterey Downs may "promote
things worse.
land uses that are complemen
According to the Monterey tary to a growing university." The
Downs homepage the develop project would remove the blight
ment would create "world-class adjacent to campus, but not the
thoroughbred training facilities abandoned buildings on campus.
and the Monterey Horse Park, a Ochoa speculates the project will
year-round place for a variety of create "natural partnerships" with
equestrian shows, including dres CSUMB and hopes decisions are
sage, driving, endurance, eventing, not solely based on economic
reining, show jumping, vaulting, growth. Instead, he envisions Mon
breed shows, pony club events, ro terey Downs as a "regional collabo
deo and others." In addition to the ration for the greater good.""
equestrian amenities, the construc-

Wi-Fi on Campus Gets Much
Needed Upgrade
Keegan Cuallar, Staff Reporter

KCUALLAR@CSUMB.EDU

Have you seen the new "boxes" on
the light posts on Inter-Garrison
towards East Campus? With a
growing school, there are certain
needs that must be met. Housing
and food are ones that are always
taken care of, but what about
Internet access?
CSU Monterey Bay is making
some technical advances to help
benefit the students. With an
upgraded wifi extension students
who attend classes in the buildings
that are not directly on the main
campus do not have to worry
about getting a connection, or if
they have one not have it be weak
or unstable.

With this new addition being
implemented, it is unknown where
it will end. Will it go through east
campus to provide the students
there with free wifi to save them the
50 dollars it takes to buy a modem?
Or will it just be an expansion of
what the school already has in
place for the students.
With all the unknowns in this
equation at the given moment one
thing does remain clear, CSUMB
is getting some technological
improvement. The fact that the
school has invested in something
for the future can help us rest
easy, knowing they are not done
making the experience here at
CSUMB more resourceful and
accommodating for the incoming
and current students.
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Sustainable Student Efforts
Environmental Affairs Committee's Efforts for a Sustainable Campus
Kendra Storm, Staff Reporter
kstorm@csumb.edu

(EAC) sponsored a series of events
Bonfire, s'mores, ukuleles, food at Cal State Monterey Bay (CSUMB)
drives, recycling, eating vegetarian from Oct. 22 to Oct. 26, bringing
and the movie "Tapped" were all awareness to CSUMB's efforts to
part of awareness events held become a sustainable campus.
during Sustainability Week,
On Monday, Oct. 22, the AS EAC
which just recently became a week kicked off Sustainability Week by
long event.
partnering with Dining Services
Sustainability Week is a CSU- for Protect the Planet Day. Event
wide awareness effort to institute highlights
were
Sustainability
environmentally conscious student Trivia and Meatless Mondays. AS
development, while integrating EAC Zero-Waste Commissioner
sustainability into curriculum in Ben Van Der Kar, SPAN, senior, sat
hopes of improving California as at an information table near the
over 95,000 CSU graduates join the entrance to enlighten students
state's
skilled
and faculty
work force each
"CSUMB should know about the
year. According
benefits
of
to the Cal State
that we are committed sustainability
Monterey
as well health
to carbon neutrality
Bay
(CSUMB)
benefits
of
by 2030, and we need clean
website, "Across
eating,
campus, faculty,
everyone's help."
especially
students,
going
and
staff
vegetarian
members are working together to on Meatless Monday. Students
make CSUMB more sustainable. and faculty willing to commit to
Their work has been recognized avoid consuming meat on Meatless
by organizations such as the Mondays signed a pledge. Van
Association for Advancement
Der Kar also provided information
of
Sustainability
in
Higher regarding a vegetarian diet and
Education and the U.S. Green sources of local vendors for organic,
Building Council."
sustainable food.
The Associated Students (AS)
For Sustainable Sourcing Day
Environmental Affairs Committee

on Tuesday, Oct. 23, visitors at help." Before the movie, students
Everyone's Harvest Farm Stand and faculty conversed around a
were able to purchase produce bonfire, ate s'mores, and enjoyed
from local farmers in Salinas, CA. entertainment by students
A table was set
playing ukuleles.
up for
hemp
Green Team
The EAC's Green
jewelry making.
Team
continued
and
students
Trolley Tuesday
sustainability
volunteered to
provided
an
week with Campus
opportunity for
help clean up the Clean Up on
riders to support
Thursday, Oct. 25
campus."
Rideshare
for Community Day.
Month,
which
The Green Team
encourages
using
public and students volunteered to help
transportation and other alternate clean up the campus. Recycling
forms of transporation.
and clean up efforts prevented
Sustain Under the Stars was held unnecessary waste from entering
in the Main Quad on Wednesday, the landfill.
Oct. 24. The EAC played "Tapped,"
Sustainability Week ended on
a movie about the bottled water Friday with Fight Waste and Hunger
industry's harm to the environment Day, incorporating a Canned Food
and health. Following the movie, Drive at the Dining Commons.
Van Der Kar stated, "CSUMB should Students and faculty were able to
know that we are committed donate canned foods to support
to carbon neutrality [having a EAC's efforts to fight hunger in
net zero carbon footprint] by the community.
2030, and we need everyone's
ADVERTISEMENT
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Students Restore Community
Steinbeck and Chinatown Restorations
Claire Main Staff Reporter
CMAIN@CSUMB.EDU

For the last five years the Oral
Histories classes taught by Humans
Communications (HCOM) Professor
Rina Benmayor have been trying
to mirror Cal State Monterey Bay's
(CSUMB) mission statement by
teaming together with the National
Steinbeck Center (NSC) as well
as the Chinatown Renewal Project to
not only restore the once booming
business district of Chinatown, but
to inform people of what Old Town
Salinas was like in the beginning.
The CSUMB mission statement
encourages
students,
"To
build a multicultural learning
community founded on academic
excellence from which all partners
in
the
educational
process
emerge prepared to contribute
productively,
responsibly,
and
ethically to California and the global
community." Rina Benmayor, the
students' professor and advisor
believes,"Oral histories are unique in
their ability to capture and preserve
a multivocal memory of the past
from multiple perspectives."
Benmayor explained how this
complex and extensive project
started, when she was approached
by Seth Pollack, the director of the
Service Learning Institute, and
Wallace Ahtye, a member of the
Chinese community of Salinas.
They had the idea of beginning
an oral history component to the
Chinatown Renewal Project, which
had been underway on Soledad
Street in Salinas, CA.
The project would give the
Chinese, Japanese, and Filipino
community members, who have
historic roots in this neighborhood
an opportunity to preserve the
history and memory of their
community. "Building on the initial
work of Professor Steven Levinson's
TAT students," explained Benmayor,
"I decided to focus HCOM 350S - Oral
History and Community Memory
- Service Learning, on gathering
memories of Salinas' Chinatown."
In order to get the full history of
Chinatown, CSUMB partnered with
the Asian Cultural Experience (ACE).
Each year, the class has concentrated
on interviewing different ethnic
communities, in the order of
their occurrence in Chinatown,
beginning in 2008 with the Chinese,
who founded Chinatown in the late
19th century. This semester, they

are focusing on the Mexicanos who
came to Salinas during the Bracero
Program in the late 1940s.
"Each of these communities has
made foundational contributions
to the agricultural development of
Salinas and the Salinas Valley," said
Benmayor. Benmayor has already
collected over 100 video interviews
conducted by her students, which
will be archived in the future Salinas
Chinatown Cultural Center and
Museum in the old Republic Cafe
building on Soledad Street.
The project with the National
Steinbeck Center known as the
"Old Town Project" is a much newer
project and much smaller. "This
year, I was approached by the
National Steinbeck Center to pilot
a small oral history project on the
history of Main Street during the
period between the two wars,"
stated Benmayor.
Eight students in her HCOM 350S
class are participating in this Old
Town Project, under the guidance
of Ruth Andersen, a Jefferson Award
recipient, and Elizabeth WeldenSmith the curator of Education and
Public Programs at the NSC. "[We
want to] capture these important
memories of Salinas, and to share
them with museum visitors and
scholars,'' said Walden-Smith. The
video interviews collected this fall
will be featured in many of the tours
at Old Town Salinas, the Salinas
Rodeo and the Pastures of Heaven.
There are a lot of people and
organizations involved in these
oral histories of important places
in the Salinas Valley, as well as
prominent people. But it is the
students, which are "the backbone
of the project," said Benmayor. She
continued, "They [the students] are
creating unique primary sources of
historical significance and helping
the community create the future
memory of this vibrant community."
Sarah Hollingsworth a student
in Oral History 350S working on
the Old Town Project, commented
on how excited she was when
she discovered the class would
be focusing on the history of
the Monterey Bay Region. "I was
very excited because this part of
California has a special place in my
heart, and it is incredible how many
different people and cultures have
influenced the Salinas Valley," stated
Hollingsworth.

STUDENTS WORK AT VARIOUS LOCATIONS THROUGHOUT MONTEREY/SALINAS COUNTY.

PHOTOS PROVIDED BY
CLAIRE MAIN

A Day to Remem ber
Dia de los Muertos: Life, Death, and Celebration
Maseume Quartararo, Staff Reporter
MQUARTARARO@CSUMB.EDU

Beginning as a small event in the
open fields of Fort Ord in 1996,
Dia de los Muertos at Cal State
Monterey Bay (CSUMB) has grown
to a university-wide celebration,
honoring the lives of deceased
by decorating altars with flowers,
pictures,food, candles, and personal
tokens.
Nov. 1, 2012 will mark CSUMB's
annual Dia de los Muertos or Day of
the Dead celebration. This free event
is open to the public, and begins at
4 p.m. with face painting at Student
Center on the CSUMB campus,
followed by the procession at 5PM
Participants will continue to the
University Center on Sixth Avenue
for celebrations beginning at 6 p.m.
"All cultures and backgrounds are
welcome. This is NOT a Visual and
Public Arts (VPA) only event, it's open
to anyone and everyone!" Akryssa
Roberts, co-president of Raising
Eyebrows and VPA Student Assistant
enthusiastically emphasized.

Retired former CSUMB professor,
Amalia Mesa-Bains began the
Dia de los Muertos celebration.
The first gathering was put on by
Teladramatic Arts and Technology
(TAT) Department in 1995, and
the VPA Department took over
in 1996. In the beginning, the
event took place in open fields
and old foundations of torn down
buildings.
Later, the tradition
of the Aztec dancers and large
collective altars were incorporated
into the festivities. Over time,
development
of
partnerships
with community groups such as
Center for Community Advocacy,
a farmworker leadership training
organization began.
Altars will be displayed with
work from art clubs, such as Raising
Eyebrows, as well as student
produced pieces from the Dia de los
Muertos workshop. The workshop
class is one where students are
engaged with the task of coming
up with everything that needs to

be produced for the event. "Which
includes a workshop of papel
picado [perforated paper], sugar
skulls, and papier mache calaveras
[paper mache skulls]," stated Dio
Mendoza, Dia de los Muertos'
workshop instructor.
Mesa Bains stated, "Campus
wide lectures and mini-altar kits
have been used to engage people's
family losses and remembrance.
As the years unfold, CSUMB has
endured the death of both faculty
and students, and Day of the Dead
has always served as a public and
collective memorial. I believe it
has contributed to the need for
public mourning associated with
national events such as 9/11 and
Hurricane Katrina. It is a largescale collaborative celebration that
involves numerous interdisciplinary
projects,
musical
and
dance
performances, large main altar,
club altars and traditional Mexican
refreshments."
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Otter Realm Prop
Panel Draws Crowd

Brandt Barstad, Staff Reporter
BBARSTAD@CSUMB.EDU

Tobias Uptain-Villa, Staff Reporter
TUPTAIN-VILLA@CSUMB.EDU

Roberta Valdez, associate director
Johnson stated, "There's an
at the Service Learning Institute, urgency to be changing the world,
and Stephanie Johnson, Professor each person work in their corner,
at Cal State Monterey Bay (CSUMB) and each person has to do their
since the school's beginning, work and their calling, and this is
teamed up to spread a message mine."
they feel needs to extend far
Valdez and Johnson planned the
beyond its current sphere. That presentation of a film titled, "My
topic is Black and Brown unity.
Family Wedding," which comically
Valdez and Johnson encourage features a wedding between an
Black and Brown communities to African American and Latino family,
come together around a common which explores issues and tensions
cause, to elevate the positions of that could arise, with a serious
both social and cultural groups undertone. The event took place
for better quality of life, and in the Conference Room at the
avoid fighting with each other for University Center on Oct. 25.
"crumbs" being distributed from an
The second event will take place
outside group.
Nov. 13 in the University Center
Johnson and Valdez have been Living Room, where they are
working together to organize expecting to hear from a couple
discussions and events to unify and they have invited from campus.
work against oppression, which
Johnson commented on the idea
both cultures have experienced in that if the two groups were to join
the past and through the present. together into a unified discussion,
Because unification has occurred it would be "doubly terrifying [to
in the past, Valdez and Johnson the powers that be] to have people
of color standing shoulder to
believe it could happen again.
The
two
came
together shoulder like the Black Berets and
through the shared belief this is the Brown Berets, saying 'now we're
a critical time for a decrease in 25-30 percent of the population
dissention, disparity and tension and we are unified.'"
between Latinos
With the rise
and
African "
If we did it in history, in gang violence
Americans.
between
rival
we can do it again." gangs
Johnson
and
increasing
Valdez urge to
"a tick" according
change the narrative between the to Central Coast News after the
two into one of alliance.
arrest of two Latino males for
Similar groups have been pulling attempted murder with a firearm,
together in the Northern Bay Area, the message of unity Johnson and
acting as a sort of model for both Valdez are working to spread is
cultures working together, a model coming at a critical time.
they hope to replicate in our region
Violent crimes in Salinas have
with slight variation. Valdez and overall decreased, the rate of
Johnson pressed the importance shootings is on the rise. In 2012,
they do not intend to be considered there have been two homicides and
a club or organization in any way, 18 shootings leaving 12 wounded
but they are "just doing their as a result. This spurt over doubles
part in the larger scheme of the that of the previous year according
movement."
to Monterey County Weekly.
"I don't really want to be
Whether one describes the
organized as an organization. I increase or decrease of racial
think some structures tend to tensions in numbers at the polls
inhibit sometimes; this is an active or numbers lying in the street,
inclusion of people, thinking and Johnson and Valdez prominently
discussion,"
Valdez
explained. make note numbers can come and
Despite the absence of official go, but it's ultimately about the
organization, they are not without quality of life, caring, and bonding
assistance and ability. So far, the that can happen that creates a
two have received the support of deeper and more eternal unity.
the Black Student Union and the
Sisters of the Maize.

A full crowd of students gathered
at the Otter Realm's first political
panel. The informational panel
gave students the chance to hear
from representatives discussing
both sides of five main propositions
for the Nov. Election: Prop 30, 32,
34,36, and 37. (Flip the page to see
our proposition review centerfold.)
Luckily, the very busy student
--or the very distracted one, had
the chance to catch up with the
content of the props, and directly
experience
the
face-to-face,
passionate arguments fired back
and forth between opposite sides
of each issue live from the Cal State
Monterey Bay (CSUMB) Main Quad,
on the sunny afternoon of Oct.
17th.
The proposition's panel began

with Dennis Mar, a representative
from the Women's League of
Voters, giving a brief overview
of each proposition. Presidential
debates used to be hosted by
this
prestigious
nonpartisan
organization, so the Otter Realm
decided to follow tradition.
Panel representatives from the
National Lawyers Guild, Monterey
County
Democrats,
Monterey
County Republican Party, California
Faculty Association, Students for
Quality Education, Union of Farm
Workers, and Yes on 37, came
together to the stage. MCs Toby
Uptain-Villa and Katie Shoneff,
Editor in Chief of the Otter Realm,
moderated the panels, as well as a
Q&A section.
A heated discussion unfolded

during the discussion of Prop 32,
when Bob Bernosky, a candidate
for the assembly and advocate
for Yes on 32, described unions as
"shadow government." An audience
member interrupted and engaged
in a loud argument. Shoneff, acting
as moderator, quickly handled the
situation and asked for civility.
Students seemed pleased with
the outcome of the event, including
the pre-panel "Hear Your Voices"
event held by VOICES. Over 200
students came to the event. Both
organizations strive to present the
most nonbiased political events,
ensuring the student has the
chance to make a decision based
on their own perspectives.
Election Day is November 6,
2012.

International Film
Festival returns
to Monterey
Students Can View Films from All around the
Globe at the Golden State Theatre for Free
Ethan Gomes,Staff Reporter
ETGOMES@CSUMB.EDU

Kicking off its 13th anniversary, the
International Film Festival returns
to Monterey County starting
Thursday, Nov. 8. Various films
and documentaries from around
the world are featured. The event
is being hosted by the United
Nations Association (UNA) at the
Golden State Theatre in downtown
Monterey.
Topics vary from a documentary
on WikiLeaks from Iceland to
exposing sexual assaults in the

US military. The first movie being
shown is "The Mobile Cinema" on
Thursday, Nov. 8 at 7 p.m., which
was created in the Democratic
Republic of the Congo. The final
movie, "I Am", begins around 3:11
p.m. on Sunday, Nov. 11.
During last year's International
Film Festival, the Monterey County
Weekly spoke to UNA President
Larry Levine, who has helped
organize the film festival since its
beginning. President Lavine stated,
"Our purpose has always been to
use the art of documentary films to
raise awareness in our community

of critical issues affecting people
around the world. We feel pretty
good as a rag-tag group of
volunteers."
Students who present their
school ID at the entrance will
be allowed free entry for the
film festival in its entirety. Non
students must pay $5.00 per day,
so make sure to bring your ID to
avoid the entrance fee.
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Green Peace Party
Ricca Belli, Staff Reporter
RBELLI@CSUMB.EDU

There are more than two options
in this election. In spite of the
media's dominant attention to the
Republican and the Democratic
Parties, there are a few other
political alternatives: The Greens,
the Justice party, the Libertarians,
among other options. The Otter
Realm talked to representatives of
The Green Party of Monterey about
their candidates, endorsements,
and views on local issues.
The
Green
Peace
Party
defines itself as an independent
political party "committed to
environmentalism, non-violence,
social justice and grassroots
organizing, without support from
corporate donors," according to
Luana Conley, of Marina, a party
representative and environmental
activist.
In spite of being seen as election
"spoilers" by many on the left, the
Greens hold a defiant position of
independence that distinguishes

Green Party
WWW.GP.ORG

OF THE UNITED STATES

GREEN PARTY LOGO

Seeks to Protect School Funding and Surrounding Wildlife
them from the corporate supported
two-party system. Disenchanted by
the timid results of the democrats
in relation to issues of social and
environmental justice, the Greens
vote not only for the practical
effects of their vote, but for
democratic principles. "If your only
outcome of interest is wining the
White House, that's a very tough
row to hoe" said Jill Stein, the Green
Party presidential candidate. "But if
your goal is to revive a democratic
voice, then a win becomes very
possible," she said in an interview
with The Progressive magazine.
The Greens in California are
involved
in
presenting
the
alternative voice by discussing
and endorsing propositions. They
strongly support Proposition 30 "as
it brings much needed funds to local
schools," Conley said. "The Green
Peace Party supports propositions
that facilitate government and big
business transparency while also
promoting social justice."

George Riley, County Council
member of the Green Party of
Monterey spoke at the Otter Realm's
Proposition Panel and explained
the reasons for endorsing "Yes on
prop 30" a bill that ensures funding
for public education. The Greens
are also very passionate for "No
on prop 32" which in their view
"needs to be defeated," because if
it passes, it will affect negatively
organized labor. And in connection
to health and the environment, the
Green Party of California strongly
defends"Yes on 37." Riley reminded
the panel that "over 40 countries
around the world require labels for
genetically modified foods."
In relation to local elections,
Luana Conley maintains that
the Green Peace Party endorses
those who show a commitment
to transparency in government,
public process, and protecting
the natural landscape. That is why
the Greens believe that Bruce
Delgado, the incumbent mayor of

Marina, has demonstrated these
qualifications through repeated
support of recreational activities
and community services. Similarly,
the Greens of Monterey endorse
Gail Morton, a candidate running
for Marina's City Council. Morton's
opposition to the Whispering
Oaks Development project helped
preserve the habitat of around
50,000 oaks in the Fort Ord forest.
According to Conley, "The Green
Peace Party of Monterey endorses
many candidates who adhere to
principles as exhibited in their
actions, and not just what they say."
The preservation of Fort Ord
wild lands has been a key issue of
advocacy for the Green Party of
Monterey. In conjunction to Keep
Fort Ord Wild, party members
have focused on keeping this
natural habitat of 3,340 acres from
developers.
When questioned about the
possible anti-development bias of
the Greens, the environmentalists

point out that they recognize the
value and the potential for ecotourism and outdoor recreation
that Fort Ord has, and that will
benefit Marina's economy and
other surrounding areas. This
region needs to be protected
instead of destroyed, Luana Conley
said.
One area of great controversy
is the Monterey Downs proposed
housing development and horse
track. Green party members are
concerned with the environmental
impact of this project as well as
the social implications for the
surrounding cities. Already faced
with several near empty or failed
developments, some in Marina are
calling into question the logic of
placing a horse track, which will
feature gambling, next to a college
campus. The Green Party opposes
this type of development. As
Conley summed it up, "It would be
like placing a plastic pink flamingo
in front of the Taj Majal."
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Give Me Some
Sales and Income
Tax Increase
Raymond Costello, Staff Reporter
RCOSTELLO@CSUMB.EDU

Proposition 30 will increase sales
tax and raise income tax for some
citizens. Funding for education is
one of many provisions included
in prop 30. Prop 30 also includes
several tax impositions, funding
for public safety services that have
gone from state to local control
and a sales tax increase. Tax payers
with taxable earnings exceeding
$250,000 will experience an
increase in tax rate as well.
The sales tax increase would most
likely affect Cal State Monterey
Bay Students. "Depending on the
outcome, prop 30 will put 100's of
millions of dollars in our out of the
CSU System."
Most relevant to California State
University (CSU) students is the
promise of a tuition refund if prop
30 passes. If it passes, students

should be receiving a refund
in amounts around $250 per
semester, according to CSU media
director Liz Chapin.
Arguments against prop 30
compel voters to consider that
extra budget money doesn't
necessarily mean that the money
will be spent efficiently. Opponents
argue instead of increasing taxes,
the way money is spent should be
examined and repaired. Arguments
in favor of prop 30 say that the
increases will help pay down
California's budget deficit, and will
also support higher education.
Those in favor of prop 30 urge
voters to consider the possibility
of major cuts that could be made
to public institutions to make the
difference in the budget.

What's YOUR Sentence?
Julieta Villagomez, Staff Reporter
JVILLAGOMEZ@CSUMB.EDU

Prop 34 is the proposition to repeal
the Death Penalty in California,
replacing it with life in prison
without the possibility of parole.
The controversy involves an end to
the death penalty and economics
involved with the issue.
The opposition believes the
death penalty is already given to
less than 2 percent of murderers.
The Department of Corrections
data states "abolishing capital
punishment
will
result
in
increased long-term costs in the
tens of millions, just for housing/
healthcare. Taxpayers will spend at
least $50,000 annually to care for
each convicted. "Only 13 people
have been executed in the state
of California in the past 45 years,"
argued Monsauret.
Scientific studies have proven
capital punishment does not deter
crime, yet "California has spent

more than $4 billion on capital
punishment since it was reinstated
in 1978 and that death penalty
trials are 20 times more expensive
than trials seeking a sentence of
life in prison without possibility of
parole." Some have explained that
race is involved in determining
who is sentenced to death "those
who murdered whites were more
likely to be sentenced to death
than those who murdered blacks."
After
having
listened
to
controversy surrounding Prop 34,
lleana Madrigal, HCOM, Senior
stated "I am voting YES on Prop
34 because isn't it a fact that most
people die from old age or illness
rather than of execution? And I
would rather hear that convicted
killers will remain behind bars
forever, than hearing an innocent
person was executed."

Paycheck Protection Initiative
Rachel Center, Staff Reporter
RCENTER@CSUMB.EDU

Proposition 32 prohibits unions,
corporations, and government
contractors from using money
deducted
from
employees
paychecks for political support,
their campaigns, any related
committees, as well as ballot
proposition committees. If prop
32 is passed, over $1 million will
be required to cover the cost of
implementing and enforcing these
measures.
The support argues proposition
32 would "level the playing field"
making candidates responsible
for raising their own funds by
soliciting individuals within their
district. Support also argues not all
members of the union may have

Jennifer Colijn, Staff Reporter
JCOLUN@CSUMB.EDU

the same political interests so using
payroll deductions to support
an idea that may not be their
own is wrong. The prop would
would silence the political voice
of labor unions. Not many other
organizations raise political money
through payroll deductions like
unions. Cesar Lara, Monterey Bay
Central Labor Council, opponent
of prop 32, noted union members
are asked if they are "ok" with part
of their union funds going towards
political interest, dispelling the
support's claim that members
monies are immediately taken to
support interests that aren't their
own.
Adriana
Serrato,
CD,
senior, is for prop 32 based on

her own experiences. "I don't like
unions because when I've gotten
jobs, they said I'd have to join the
union or I wouldn't be able to take
the job...I don't think that's fair."
Caitlin Bell, PSYCH, senior, on the
other hand, is completely against
prop 32. "The fact that it [prop
32] explicitly excludes unions
but is more flexible with other
companies, who may make more
money, is just fishy to me."

Three Strikes, You're Out!

Proposition 36, also known as
the Three Strikes Law, will reduce
the sentencing of third time
strikers who obtain non-serious,
non-violent
felonies,
allowing
re-sentencing of those who are
currently serving a life sentence for
non-serious, non-violent felonies.
However, individuals who have
committed offenses such as drug,
sex, or gun-related felonies will be
exempt from the three strikes law.
The Legislative Analyst's Estimate
of Net State and Local Government
Fiscal Impact suggests that there
will be an ongoing annual savings
of $70 million related to prison and

parole operations, as well as a $90
million annual savings over the
next decade.
If prop 36 does not pass,
offenders could still receive a life
sentence if their new felony is in
addition to their two prior serious
or violent felony convictions,
regardless if third strike was a non
violent, non-serious offense.
Supporters argue the annual
$100 million dollar savings could
be put towards school funds and
could help in the reduction of the
state's deficit.They also argues prop
36 will help with the overcrowding
in prisons which hold non-violent

offenders.
Opponents argue dangerous
criminals who were charged with
a three strike offense will have a
reduced sentence and be released
amongst the innocent, without
parole or supervision. They also
argue state judges and prosecutors
already have the ability to impose
the Three Strikes Law fairly. They
also argue prop 36 will not reduce
taxes because the prop will end
up costing taxpayers money in the
long run, as a result of added crime.

Get to Know Your GMO
Brian Reeves, Staff Reporter
BREEVES@CSUMB.EDU

The subject of prop 37 is genetically
modified organisms (GMO's), or
food crops that have been altered
to produce benefits for growers
and consumers. If prop 37 passes,
food sold in our grocery stores
would have to be labeled, clearly
stating that the food product
contains GMO's.
In layman's terms, GMO's are
produced by taking a gene from
something and, through the
wonders of science, inserting it
into a target species to produce
different benefits.
Benefits of GMO's include

increased resistance to disease,
tolerance to drought, larger crop
yields and also more nutritious
food. For the consumer, GMO's
help keep food costs down, with
the increased production and more
efficient growing.
GMO's don't seem like a
problem, given the benefits, but
as Colleen Ingram stated, during
the Otter Realm's proposition
forum, "The manipulating of genes
and inserting them into other
organisms is not a precise science
and many things can go wrong and
there can be both, environmental

and health consequences."
"Between 1997 and 2002, when
these foods were introduced, there
was a doubling of peanut allergies,
according to the Center for Disease
Control (CDC)." Ingram continued.
According to Deborah Whitman,
of John Hopkins University, "Many
children in the US and Europe
have developed life-threatening
allergies to peanuts and other
foods."
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PROPS!
Clean Energy and Clean
Efficient Funding
YOUR VOTE MEANS YOUR VOICE BEING HEARD
THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY

Erin Hawkins, Staff Reporter
EHAWKINS@CSUMB.EDU

Proposition 39 would stop multi
state businesses from choosing one
of two ways to pay state income
taxes. It is referred to as "closing the
loophole" for multistate businesses
that get tax breaks for keeping jobs
out of the state of California. It is
estimated that if the proposition
passes it could create $1 billion in
state revenue, dedicating $500 mil
lion to clean energy projects, and
after five years the rest would to
the state's general fund.
YES: The problem with giving
businesses a choice is some chose

to pay income taxes on sales only,
keeping jobs and other resources
out of the state, making it cheaper.
Supporters of passing prop 39,
such as Tom Steyer, a San Francisco
Bay Area hedge fund manager, aim
to have the income tax based on
the three-part formula once used.
Passing this this prop could help
protect local jobs in California by
deterring corporations from reduc
ing taxes by keeping jobs out of the
state.
NO: This $1 million tax increase
could strain California job creators

PHOTOS PROVIDED BY
CLAIRE MAIN

who give thousands of middle class
workers a job. Voting no on prop 39
would allow multistate businesses
to continue choosing the method
of their choice to determine their
California taxable income. Oppo
nents of this proposition include
the California Taxpayer Protection
Committee and the National Tax
Limitation Committee.

Referendum on the State
Senate Redistricting
Boundaries
Erin Hawkins, Staff Reporter
EHAWKINS@CSUMB.EDU

Proposition 40 would either keep
or adjust State Senate districts de
signed by the Citizens Redistricting
Commission.
YES: Passing proposition 40
would keep using the state Senate
districts boundaries certified by the
Citizens Redistricting Commission.
Voting yes ensures the protection
of State Senate maps that were

determined by the voter-approved
Independent Citizens Redistricting
Commission. It also helps voters
hold politicians accountable by
keeping them out of redistricting
boundaries.
NO: Voting no on prop 40 would
allow the California Supreme Court
to appoint special masters to draw
new State Senate boundaries. The
sponsors that primarily wanted to
overturn the Commission's State
Senate districts for 2012 have de
cided to withdraw their no vote.

ADVERTISEMENT FOR THE UPCOMING LOCAL AND NATIOANL ELECTINOS

On/Off Campus Voting Locations
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6,

2012

EAST CAMPUS:
DROP-OFF BALLOTS @

OFF-CAMPUS:

SARATOGA COMMUNITY
CENTER

FIND YOUR LOCAL
IN MONTEREY COUNTY

CSUMB:
DROP-OFF BALLOTS @
STUDENT CENTER

BALLOT BOX @

BIT.LY/MOCOPOLLING
LEADERS OF THE PANEL DISCUSS THE UPS AND DOWS OF THE PROPOSITIONS THAT WILL BE ON THE 2012 BALLOT
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TAKE
THIS
SURVEY

Enter to WIN a

Kindle Fire HD
or

iPod Touch

as well as other great prizes

Otter Student Union presents the

Student Union Feasibility Study.
Take it NOW and enter to win one of
many prizes. An individualized link will
be emailed to your CSUMB account.
This survey will only be available
for a limited time.

October 30 - November 13
Contact CEO@otterstudentunion.org or
SVP@otterstudentunion.org for more information.
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CSU Votes on Court Deems DOMA
New Fees Unconstitutional

than 16 units per semester. For
each additional unit past 16 units,
a fee of $200 will be added per unit.
In regards to the fees, Ryan
Students could be facing even Thomason, HCOM, junior, stated,
more rising costs as the California "The purpose of the CSU system
State University (CSU) Board of was to make education accessible
Trustees votes on three new fees. to all Californians, regardless of so
These fees will affect both students cio-economic status. With the con
in state and those coming from out tinual raising of fee's and new as
of state.
well as inventive ways to raise cash
The first probable fee will affect for the coffers of the CSU system it
students with more than 150 units. hurts the very people that can least
If passed, students with over 150 afford it."
units will have to pay an additional
Ryan continued, "Right now the
$372 per unit, which is the current CSU system faces quite a short fall
fee out of state students pay per but I do not see the administration
unit each semester. In turn, out of tightening the belts of their pay or
state students may have a tuition benefits. In fact when Wall Street
increase because of the added fees. took a tumble and a government
Students may also face the possi bail out was needed we demanded
bility of a fee increase for repeated that the executives of those banks
courses. For each repeated class, and financial institutions were re
there will be a $100 per unit in stricted in pay as well as benefits.
crease. Those students who need Should not the same be asked of
to repeat a course will also be our leadership of the CSU system?"
capped at 15 units for that semes
On Nov. 13, students against the
ter.
proposed fees will be rallying on
The final probable fee will affect campus from 3-5 PM at the Library
students who wish to take more Plaza.
Shannon Berger, Staff Reporter
SBERGER@CSUMB.EDU

Act Continues Falling as More States Rule in
Favor of Same-Sex Marriage
Kelly Craig, Staff Reporter
KELLY.LYNN.CRAIG@CSUMB.EDU

Connecticut, Iowa, Massachu
setts, New York, Vermont and
Washington D.C. have the freedom
to marry. Maryland, New Mexico
and Rhode Island will respect outof-state marriages while other

The definition of marriage is rede
fined as Federal Appeals Court in
New York rules Section 3 of DOMA
unconstitutional.
President
Bill
Clinton
signed The Defense of Mar
"When a law or practice
riage Act (DOMA) into fed
eral law in 1996 defining
discriminates against
marriage as "the legal union
a
group it can be ruled
between one man and one
against, because it has no
woman."
Section 2 of DOMA says
rational basis."
that each state does not have
to recognize same-sec mar
riage laws of another state, while states have specific civil union or
under the Supremacy Clause of the domestic partnership laws.
Section 3 of DOMA defines the
Constitution, states respect anoth
er state's laws. If a same-sex couple word marriage as meaning "only a
is married in New York and they legal union between one man and
move to Texas, they will no longer one woman as husband and wife,
and the word 'spouse' refers only to
be recognized as married.

a person of the opposite sex who is
a husband ora wife."
Federal Appeals Court in New
York rules Section 3 of DOMA un
constitutional as of October 2012.
In a majority opinion, the 2nd
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals
found no reason DOMA could be
used to deny married same-sex
couples of benefits.
"When a law or a practice dis
criminates against a group it can
be ruled against, because it has
no rational basis," Forbes Contrib
utor Peter J. Reilly writes. "Some
courts have said that about Sec
tion 3 of DOMA, but the Second
Circuit refused to take that stance.
Because of Section 3 of DOMA the
government can deny people pen
sion payments. That saves money
('protects the fisc'). Nasty and un
fair perhaps, but not irrational."

STUDENT RALLY
Students are welcome to gather in a rally against the three new fees being voted on by Cal State University's Board of Trustees.

November 13th, 2012
Tanimura & Antle Library Plaza
3 PM to 5PM

TO SEE MORE ARTICLES FROM OTTER REALM STAFF
REPORTERS, PLEASE VISIT WWW.OTTERREALM.NET
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Drinking Without Thinking Unsafe
CSUMB participates in National Collegiate Alcohol Awareness Week
Raymond Costello, Staff Reporter
RCOSTELLO@CSUMB.EDU

Even small amounts of alcohol
can impair ability to make good
decisions. Cal State Monterey
Bay (CSUMB) joined hundreds of
college campuses nationwide in
recognizing National Collegiate
Alcohol Awareness Week (NCAAW).
Efforts kick off annually in the third
week of Oct.
Many students,
legally or
otherwise,
consume
alcohol
while in college. According to the
Core Institute, the average male
freshman consumes 7.39 drinks,
and the average female has 3.86
drinks per week.
Edgar Navarro, Japanese, junior,
has noticed that, "Students, even
the ones that are under age,
participate in drinking. It was
actually a surprise to see how many
drink." Some of the dangers of
alcohol for students NCAAW seeks
to expose are binge drinking and
driving under the influence.
The National Institute on Alcohol
Abuse and Alcoholism defines
binge drinking as a pattern of
drinking that brings a person's
blood alcohol concentration to
0.08 grams percent or above.
The CDC also reports that binge

drinking is more prevalent among
men than women, that college
students commonly binge drink,
and that the proportion of current
drinkers that binge is highest in
the 18 to 20 year old age group.
Additionally, binge drinkers are
14 times more likely to report
alcohol-impaired driving than non
binge drinkers. Gary Rodriguez,
Health Promotion & Prevention
Specialist recommends students
be aware everyone is different and
any amount of alcohol can impair
one's ability to drive or make good
decisions.
"Students should have a plan
before you go into a situation where
they may be alcohol consumption.
Get someone that can watch your
back, find some kind of support."
Alcohol impaired driving or
"drunk" driving is responsible for
more college students' deaths
than any other drug combined.
According to Mothers Against
Drunk Driving, alcohol impaired
driving causes a death every 52
minutes in the United States.
Paloma Hernandez, 30, Salinas, lost
her younger sister to a preventable
alcohol related car accident, "She
didn't even drive. You never know
when it could happen. It could
happen to anyone."
Designated
drivers
and

designated driving are one way
to mitigate the number of alcohol
related auto fatalities. A designated
driver is someone that remains
sober while others drink in order to
be a safe driver.
In the spring of 2012 The Otter
Realm in an Otter Romp special
edition first reported
about
Dominic's
Designated
Drivers
which is a program that provides
a way to recognize those that
volunteer as designated drivers
with incentives in bars, pubs and
clubs in many locations throughout
northern and southern California,
Arizona and Washington.
Blue Fin Billiards in Monterey,
California is one of these businesses
supporting Dominic's Designated
Drivers. "Orange band, keys in
hand" said Charles Thompson one
of the Blue Fin's managers. "We
check them at the door and we
watch out for them, and provide
complimentary soft drinks. We've
been part of the program since
December of 2011."
CSUMB's Associated Students
president Duane Lindsay is looking
to the future of a safe ride program.
"We are looking at the Sacramento
State model, and we are hoping to
start testing out our own version as
soon as next semester."

STUDENTS HELP TABLEAN EVENT AS PART OF
NATIONAL COLLEGIATE ALCOHOL AWARENESS WEEK
AT CSUMB.

PHOTOS PROVIDED BY
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Salon Presents Eve of Hope Gala
Breast cancer survivors model in South American Fashion Show
Mallory DeGregori, Staff Reporter
MDEGREGORI@CSUMB.EDU

Local Monterey area breast cancer
survivors modeled in a South
American themed fashion show
for Oya Salon's Sixth Annual Eve
of Hope Gala at Carmel's Sunset
Center, Oct. 24. The event included
a silent auction, food and wine
while all of the proceeds from the
event where given to the Breast
Cancer Assistance Group (BCAG) of
Monterey County.
Nan Borreson, ex-President of
BCAG, described the organization,
"There is no other organization
in this area that does what we do,
other organizations send a lot to
research but we help local women
in financial need," she stated.
Women in the Monterey area
currently going through treatment
or have recently finished treatment
can be awarded grants by BCAG to
help them through difficult times.

These grants come from events like
Oya Salon's Eve of Hope Gala.
Brian Body, owner of Oya Salon,
started the fashion show with a few
words touching on how he has been
affected by breast cancer. Body
stated, "I have seen so many clients
go through this and I feel as though
it affects everyone." According to
Borreson, Oya Salon presented a
Day of Healing the Sunday before
the event at Oya Salon that gives
women in treatment free hair, nail,
and massage services.
Eve of Hope was a touching
experience for family and friends, as
they supported the women in their
lives who were living with or have
survived breast cancer. Cynthia
House shared her experience of the
night. "A man and his son walked
in to support his wife who was
one of the models and just seeing
the compassion in their eyes it was
so moving just to see how much
they admire these women," stated

House.
Eve of Hope was supported by
local restaurants and bakeries who
offered free food, pastries and wine
throughout the event. While other
Monterey area businesses made
donations of prizes to be sold at
the silent auction such as gift cards,
jewelry, and art.
Cal State Monterey Bay's
(CSUMB) sorority Sigma Theta Psi
volunteered at the event helping
by cleaning up and selling raffle
tickets for the raffle prize of a pink
necklace. The sorority has been
working around campus trying to
make people more aware of breast
cancer prevention and donating
money to BCAG.
Tracie Crosby, Marine Science,
junior, said, "It's part of the
philanthropy at Sigma Theta Psi,
it's all about awareness and if you
can help prevent breast cancer by
making people aware than you can
help a lot of people."

GLOW STICKS WERE A PART OF THE HANDOUTS GIVEN AT DOMINIC'S DESIGNATED

DRIVER EVENT.

GLOW IN THE DARK DANCE WAS HELD AT THE BBC AS PART OF NCAAW AT

CSUMB.
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Are We What We Drink?
Youth's Guide to Drinking Alcohol while Keeping Calorie Intake Down

Keegan Cuellar, Staff Reporter
KCUELLAR@CSUMB.EDU

Most of us have encountered that
notorious problem to cheat on our
diets. We feed ourselves reassuring
lines to convince ourselves that it
will not affect us, and that just one
time could not possibly hurt us.
However, as we commit to cheating
and start to eat or drink items that
we know are not in our diet, we
have cheated ourselves and the
guilt begins to settle in.
We've been given books
telling us to eat certain things over

others, and to drink certain soft
drinks over other, but there still
isn't one out there for alcohol. As
the youth, we face more than just
a simple piece of cheesecake,
or soda as temptation.
Many of us go out on the
weekends to socialize and
be with friends or family and,
more times than not, alcohol
is present.
We want to be able to
have a beer, or a drink or two
and not feel guilty without
feeling guilty. The question
remains "What can I drink
and have fun with, but not
get fat?"
Most of the public drinks a
lot of beer, and to stay "light"
they pick beers such as Coors Light
or Bud Light, but how healthy is
this compared to a richer tasting
beer?
Well, the website getdrunknotfat.

com broke it down in a helpful way.
Most of the richer tasting beers,
such as Pyramid, New
Castle, Widmere Brothers
and Land Shark
all have what is
known as "fillers"
filling the bottle
and
watering
down the alcohol
so it prevents us
from getting our
"buzz" on. While
Beers like, Natural
Ice, Michelob Ultra,
Millar light and
Bud Light Platinun
all have less fillers and are
drinking more calories
from alcohol.
What does this all mean? To
put it simply, the more fillers you
have means you are ingesting
calories not from alcohol but other
elements in the beer, holding to the

saying "drinking empty calories."
For those who just drink hard
alcohol, well, you need not
worry. Seeing as most of the
hard alcohols made are a
high concentration of alcohol
(87% of calories are straight
from the lowest ranked hard
alcohol), it's redundant to
state that it is a fairly healthier
choice if you are going to be
drinking. However, there are
stipulations.
The main one is the
already mixed cocktail that
you can buy, because these
are loaded with mixes and
sugars you are essentially buying
hard alcohol that has been watered
down, and not that much cheaper
than the regular alcohol itself.
It's far better to take it home and
chase it with something than buy
something already mixed in with
the alcohol.
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THE BEVERAGES THAT PEOPLE
CHOOSE TO DRINK HAVE AN

IMPACT ON THEIR CALORIC INTAKE.

A Non-Traditional Thanksgiving
Students Share their Personal, Quirking Thanksgiving Traditions

Ethan Gomes, Staff Reporter
EGOMES@CSUMB.EDU

We all know about the cookie
cutter traditions of Thanksgiving:
you get a turkey, stuffing, mashed
potatoes, and all of the good stuff.
But what about eating a chocolate
turkey instead?
Cal State Monterey Bay [CSUMB]
students are amping up for the
upcoming Thanksgiving holiday,
and have been sharing their nontraditional traditions with us here
at the Otter Realm.
"My mom hides peas in
my
mashed
potatoes
every
Thanksgiving
so
I
eat
my
vegetables," said Alissa Baigent,
ENVS, sophomore. "It's so gross!" At
least for her cooperation, she gets
a treat for dessert. "Every year I eat

a big solid chocolate turkey instead
of the actual cooked turkey. It's so
good!"
Alex Myers, HCOM, junior, is
more about having a traditional
Thanksgiving. "We always have
it every year at my house with
members wof both my mom's
family and my step-dad's family.
We have one big table and we
eat turkey, yams..." The best part
of Thanksgiving at the Meyers'
household
is
everything
is
homemade. "I make yams and
cranberry sauce, and it's really,
really good!" Myers stated.
An interesting fact is the very first
Thanksgiving held in the United
States did not even have turkey.
Settling pilgrims did, however,
have a plethora of shrimp and deer.
What also was missing from the
first Thanksgiving was cranberry
sauce.
The canned cranberry sauce
sticks out as an icon on most of our
Thanksgiving day tables. Jessica
Negin, Japanese, Sophomore told
us how her family deals with the
sugary treat. "We leave it in its
cylindrical can form,"she explained.

She continued to tell me how her
family doesn't even touch the
cranberry sauce until later on.
"None of us eat any during
the meal, but then we use it on
sandwiches later when it's just
sitting in the fridge on a plate."
Some students tie in their
non-American culture to their
Thanksgiving festivities. Although
Thanksgiving
originated
in
America, Monterey County has
been dubbed as a melting pot of
America. "Our meal has a lot of
dishes from Germany," said Kyle
Mountain, MATH, junior.
Kyle was born on a military base
in Germany, his family moved back
to America shortly after, and they
adopted a few plates along the
way.
With a campus that's all about
diversity, CSUMB students come
from all different heritages. What's
tradition to one family may differ
from another family.
Just so your mother doesn't get
mad that you forgot, Thanksgiving
happens on the fourth Thursday of
November (which is November 22
this year).
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WHILE THE TRADITIONAL THANKSGIVING MEAL IS OFTEN WHAT IS THOUGHT OF

FOR THE HOLIDAY STUDENTS AT CSUMB SHARE THAT THERE ARE OTHER NONTRADIONAL OPTIONS OUT THERE TO ENJOY.

OPINION
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Pros & Cons of No Shave November
To Shave or Not to Shave?
Kelly Craig, Staff Reporter
Kelly.lynn.craig@gmail.com

Men gain a couple extra minutes in the morning as No Shave November
approaches. Beards will be raining down on us, coming in all different
forms: goatees (which, in my opinion, look good on no one), mustaches,
sideburns, soul patches, muttonchops and more. When girls nag you to
shave or convince you to keep subtle stubble, learn how to refute:

Clean-cut Advantages:
Some guys grow out their beards to prove their manliness and at
tract the ladies. Although not everyone can pull off the Wolfman
look, there are benefits to shavinq.
Shaving makes you look younger - This goes out to all the

Wolfman Advantages:
Time Saver - If a man spends 7 minutes shaving every other day from

Warmth - A beard is

1
2

the age of 18 to 80, he will have spent about 55 days shaving. Gain
minutes back in your day by not shaving or quickly trimming.

Skin protector - A beard protects the chin and neck from pollu

3
4

insulation for the face
keeping you warm in the
winter months.

tion and chemicals that cause cell damage and increase wrinkles.
Infection prevention - Beards
A study done by the University of Southern Queensland in Austra
lia found "The ultraviolet protection factor (UPF) provided by the facial eliminate shaving. A risk of
hair ranged from 2 to 21. The UPF decreases with increasing SZA [solar shaving is cutting oneself.
zenith angle, meaning how close to directly overhead the sun is]. The
Cuts can get infected. If you aren't
minimum UPF was in the 53-62° range. The longer hair provides a high
shaving, there is no chance of a fa
er UPF at the smaller SZA, but the difference between the protection cial cut becoming infected. Rashes
provided ... reduces with increasing SZA."
or razor burns can also occur if you
are not shaving properly.
Dolla, dolla bills - Razors, shaving gels, after-shave lotions and other

1
2
3
5
4
5
Pursuing a Master's degree?
super seniors out there who would like to blend in with the
younger crowd. Shaving tends to bring out boyish charm, giv
ing guys a more energetic, refreshed look.

Reduce bumps -

Reduce the danger of skin

Shaving is a form of
exfoliation, sloughing
off dead skin cells.

infections - Keep skin free
from fungal and bacterial
infections by a protective layer of
beard. Just be sure to wash daily.

No smell - Hair holds odor, which is why many girls spray

products can really add up. J. J. Colao, Forbes Staff, spends $40 a
month on shaving products, unless you're using DollarShaveClub.
com, which has packages ranging from $1 to $9 a month.

As we close in on election season, debate is in the air. When guys and
girls converse on "how stupid no shave November is" or "how cool facial
hair is", know the facts so you're not another one of those guys talking
out the wrong end.

perfume in their hair. If you aren't constantly washing your
beard, it can get smelly, which will drive away any ladies that
get close.

Professionalism - Shaving gives you a clean-cut appearance.
Others may see you as well kept. Although image isn't
everything, if a guy is looking for a job, a clean face looks
more professional.

Second Thoughts on Pursuing Graduate School
Brian Reeves, Staff Reporter
BREEVES@CSUMB.EDU

increasing has been the amount
of people graduating college and
s a master's degree really worth attaining their bachelor's degree,
the time and effort? Does it feel thus flooding the career market.
overwhelming to consider, at
This being the case, it has made a
least two more years of college, after bachelor's degree less valuable, and
graduation? Being a Humanitiesthe value of going on to graduate
and
Communications
(HCOM) school and getting a Master's
major, here at Cal State Monterey degree, perhaps more valuable.
Bay (CSUMB), I took HCOM 300 Now, in order to stand out on a
(Pro-seminar), my first semester, resume, ideally, one will have a
as all HCOM majors are required to Master's.
do, in my first semester. The thing
However, there are pros and
that stuck with me most from that cons to going to graduate school.
class, way back in 2008, was what For beginners, there is the massive
Dr. Debian Marty termed, "Academic amount of debt you will incur, in
inflation."
an increasingly uncertain economy
What is "academic inflation"? and job market. "I thought about it,
Well it's a fact of academic life. As but it's too expensive." Izzy Stadler,
we have proceeded as a society 2011 global studies graduate,
and the opportunities for a college stated. According to the Humanities
education have increased, equally Indicators Project of the American

I

Academy of Arts and Sciences,
about 23 percent of humanities
students end up owing more than
$30,000, and more than 14 percent
owe more than $50,000.
Similarly, to the "academic
inflation"
associated
with
a
bachelor's degree, we are seeing
the same phenomenon, with a
master's degree. In 2010, 611,693
master's degrees were awarded, in
U.S. Universities, and that number is
bound to increase.
Dr. Marty said,"I recommend grad
school for those students whose
aspirations require
additional education and/or who
desire more in-depth learning in a
particular field." However, "more
in-depth learning" " does not
necessarily mean future success.
"A
master's
degree
is
a

specialization
in
a
particular
academic field," Marty told me.
Therefore, while it may seem as
though getting a masters is going to
increase the opportunities available,
the fact that a masters degree is
focused on a certain academe, it
may actually become a hinderance
in finding a career outside of your
specialization.
Mike Wallace, 2012 CSUMB
Kinesiology graduate, has his
goals clearly laid out in front of
him. I asked Mike why he wanted
to continue college, at the age of
30 and he said, "It is required for
the job that I want. (Dr. of Physical
Therapy)." He recently took his
Graduate Readiness Exam (GRE)
and hopes to earn his doctorate in
sports medicine. "I want to start my
own PT (physical therapy) practice,

in the mountains for sports injuries."
It seems obvious, that in aspiring
to be a doctor someone would need
extensive schooling, but for those
who do not intend to be a doctor
does it really make any sense to
continue schooling and digging
deeper into debt?
For myself, journalism, had been
a career path I had toyed with.
Recently, I began covering high
school sports for the Monterey
Herald, and had the realization that
getting experience, by going out
and doing, trumps sitting in a class
and learning about something. I
am still learning the ropes, but
producing articles that are going
to be used in a professional setting,
has helped me hone my skills and
advance. Nothing I could have ever
done, just by studying.

OPINION
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Bolner Raises an Issue
Brandt Barstad, Staff Reporter
BBARSTAD@CSUMB.EDU

Matt Bolner, chairman for the Otter
College Republicans, has stomped
into the political scene with a tan
trum in the form of a lawsuit against
Cal State Monterey Bay and, more
specifically, our very own Humani
ties and Communications depart
ment director, Ernest Stromberg.
Bolner has already joined forces
with the Howard Jarvis Taxpay
ers Association to push their own
agenda against funding public ed
ucation, bypassing the university
heirarchy

A Response to the Contending CSUMB Lawsuit
The plaint of this lawsuit origi
nated after Bolner received an
email from Stromberg sent on Sept.
27 suggesting that students should
vote yes on proposition 30 and al
leges Stromberg used public funds
for campaign activities, which is il
legal.
"My feeling was that it was not
a fair use of our student fees using
campus communications to pro
mote a proposition not all students
agree with or even support," Bolner
said to the Monterey Herald. To this
I cannot help but reply with, "yeah,
you're right Matt, it DOES cost so
much, way too much to be sending
emails all willy nilly."
Except no, it doesn't. It doesn't
cost anything.
Bolner went on to say, "My thing
is holding our professors account
able for their actions and the ac
tions that they take." This all sounds
good, accountability is something
to be valued, yes, but what exactly
is unaccountable about a profes
sor expressing his opinion? If any
thing, this profession of honesty
illuminates his accountability and

shows he actually cares for this
campus and its students whether
you agree with him or not.
Oh, and by the way, "the actions
that they take" and "their actions"
are the same thing.
On the topic of accountability,
it is something to be noted when
a student chooses to ignore the
many options of dealing problems
involving professors, for example,
anyone can arrange to speak with
the dean, the president, or the pro
vost.
Instead of handling the prob
lem from its source, Bolner chose
to crawl under the cradling wing
of the organization that helped
sponsor Proposition 13 in 1978,
which ended up decreasing the
rank of the California's educational
system to 48 of the 50 states when
it had previously been ranked as
among the best in the country in
the 1960's.
Last time I checked, this is a col
lege campus and we are all adults
with opinions. If you didn't like
Stromberg's email, you could have
deleted it. If you had to unleash a

little more passion, you could have
hit "reply all" and presented your
own case. And if you really want
ed to make a case, you could have
done it within the system already
set in place, avoiding the necessity
for this campus to deal with the re
percussions of a lawsuit.
Side note, if anyone knew what
our educational system needed, it
would be incredibly right-winged
Howard Jarvis Taxpayers Associa
tion,...right? It couldn't be those
actually involved in education,
could it?
Let's say, for the sake of argu
ment, that this email did cost our
university any amount of money
and that the law was actually bro
ken on the grounds of "misuse of
public funds." Who, in their right
mind, that actually cares about
the amount of money that a single
email could possibly cost would
actually sue the school and ask,
according to Spartan Daily, "for un
specified monetary damages?"
Bolner, I will not ask you, I will
tell you, if you truly cared about
the funds allocated to this univer

sity you would not sue the school
and make my fellow students and
myself put our financial aid and our
tuition dollars into hiring a lawyer
and fighting this lawsuit, let alone
request "unspecified monetary
damages."
If anything's been damaged it's
been the feeling of security in
volved with freedom of speech. If
the door of being able to sue if you
disagree with someone even be
gins to creak open, simply having
an opinion presents itself as a ne
cessity for paranoia.
Stromberg's email offended
you? Well, you're tantrum offends
me, but I guarantee you won't see
me sniffle with my hankie and ask
for your money.

California's Shifting Priorities
Higher Education Should Take Precedent over Prisons
and while they seem unrelated
they have a direct impact on one
another. Both correctional facili
ties and public education operate
mostly from state funding so they
are in competition for financial sup
port. More importantly, education
is a protective factor in whether a
person will spend time in prison, re
vealing a complicated relationship
between funding for public educa
tion and our prison system.
By investing in the education of
its citizens, California can create
a populous that is less likely to be
incarcerated and more successful
overall. When the bloated correc
California has seen a decrease in tions budget is cut, more money
funding to public education in re will be freed up for preventative
cent years, while funding for state programs and education. What
prisons has gone up dramatically. must come first are cuts to the pris
In 2001, California spent nearly two on system.
times as much on higher education
When a state's justice system is
than it did on prisons, yet now the based on punishment instead of
state is allocating more funds for rehabilitation, those prisons see
prisons than colleges.
overcrowding due to lengthy and
Many argue there is a problem harsh sentences. California pris
with education and incarceration, ons are now operating at 173% of
Ricca Belli, Staff Reporter
RBELLI@CSUMB.EDU

their designated capacity, seeing
over 167,000 prisoners in 2012,
at roughly $47,000 per prisoner a
year.
Many taxpayers are happy to
pick up this tab because it means
safer communities, but there is a
better way. Some feel that priva
tizing prisons is part of the answer
for this budget crisis. However, by
making prison a business, there
is little incentive to reduce incar
ceration rates in California. Instead,
we need to focus on reducing the
prison population. Laws like the
three strikes law, which imposes
life sentences on those who have
committed three felonies, cost the
taxpayers millions and needlessly
keep non-violent offenders behind
bars for life.
Proposition 36 seeks to repeal
this law for non-serious, non-vi
olent offenders and instead turn
them over to local custody instead
of state prisons. This may also mean
mandated treatment for drug of
fenders instead of prison time. With

almost half of the three strike of
fenders being over the age of 50,
the state can expect millions in
savings on healthcare costs if this
initiative passes. These non-violent,
non-serious offenses are in no way
victimless crimes, but it is unnec
essary to put the perpetrators in
prison for lengthy sentences.
By mandating treatment and fo
cusing on rehabilitation, California
can reduce state funding to prisons
while also reducing recidivism in
former inmates. By moving away
from longer, harsher prison sen
tences, the state will free up mil
lions that can be put into public
education or programs targeted to
at risk youth.
California colleges are seeing
large cuts in spending that are
having substantial effects. Many
schools have stopped accepting
spring enrollment applicants and if
Proposition 30 does not pass some
schools have discussed wait list
ing fall applicants as well. Propo
sition 30 will bring much needed

relief to California campuses but it
is a quick fix to a larger problem.
Higher education should be an op
tion for any who desire it, but little
by little, access is being restricted
by placing larger tuition demands
on students. California is facing
budget cuts across the board but
this is one portion that needs to be
spared. With the economy at risk,
the government should be invest
ing in its future as much as possible
The benefits of receiving a high
er education cannot be ignored,
both for the individual and society.
College graduates go on to earn
much more than high school grad
uates meaning higher tax revenue
and lower social costs to the state.
By increasing spending to public
education, California can move to
wards a more stable economy and
society. Furthermore, instead of
spending billions on incarceration
we should be using that revenue to
create a competent public educa
tion system that gives its graduates
multiple pathways to success.
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History through Spoken Word Poetry
12-Year Educator Michael Reyes Visits CSUMB
spoken word poems on stage, be him to reach out to youth and edu and multinational culture. It is a
fore Reyes showed up. Most works cate them about Latino and Chi poem when people thought every
were about students' life experi cano culture and struggles. He cre thing was okay because they were
ences and struggles immigrating ates awareness around issues, but too ignorant and didn't realize how
"Deception! Drugs! Sex! Equality!
to the U.S., as well as how they have also he inspires the public to see bad life was before compare to our
Tuesday Tacos! Tequila!"The crowd
grown confident and proud in their the beauty of the world instead of actual society."
shouted out at performer and
own skin.
focusing only on the dark side.
"Let's be honest, we Latinos
educator Michael Reyes, who per
Spoken word poets rely heav
Reyes' poem "Mexican Revenge" have sex with anybody!" Reyes re
formed at the Black Box Caberet
ily on rhythm, improvisation, free took the audience on a trip to the marked jokingly. His provocative
(BBC) on campus, who discussed
association, rhymes, rich poetic roots of Mexican history. "Vir
his trials and tribulations as a Chiphrases, word play and slang. They gen de Guadalupe," described the
cano/Mexican, leaving the crowd
are more intense in their expres poet's encounter with the place
in tears...of joy. Quick-witted Reyes
sion and faster
where the Virgin
even improvised a comical poem
S
"
poken
word
than traditional
appeared, while
integrating dozens of words (in
forms of poetry.
"Plant the Seeds"
poetry is no just a
cluding those above) describing
"My poetry is a
discussed lessons
college life, dedicating it to the Cal
show, it is a way to passed from one
tool, a form of
State Monterey Bay (CSUMB) stu
activism and a
bring communities generation to an
dents.
weapon for me,"
other. In "We Are,"
Reyes visited the CSUMB com
together."
Reyes said."Spo
Reyes explored
munity for the first time on Oct 23,
ken word poetry
how
different
where he shared stories of history,
is no just a show, it is a way to bring nationalities, races, and gender be
Latin American cultures, identity,
communities together."
long to the same human race.
discrimination and love. He was at
With his combination of hip-hop,
According to Reyes, his favorite
the show for more that two hours
poetry and spoken word, Reyes, a poem is his latest work titled "Re
interacting with students.
Chicano/Mexican poet, created a sponse to Those Who Say Let's Take MICHAEL REYES AT THE STAGE
Students, Francisco Diaz, Yvette
unique blend of words that ener It Back to the Good Old Days" Reyes
Sanchez and Christopher Siders,
gized the audience. His work as a explained, "I like this poem because
opened the show and shared their
radio personality in Chicago helps it represents the most historical
Maria G. Martinez, Staff Reporter
MARIAMARTINEZ@CSUMB.EDU

comments invited people to reflect
on their actions and keep an open
mind about how Latinos interact
with other cultures in the US. His
open-mindedness with the stu
dents allowed them to have a good
time, laughing throughout most of
the show.

PHOTO PROVIDED BY
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"Silencio" Creates Noise on Campus
TAT Professor Premieres Movie at World Theater
stated, "Someone had to make the ever trauma they are enduring in
films I like so much" and expressed life." A film that without a doubt
his interest in film due to its aspect leaves its audience thinking.
A child of intense gaze, few words, of universality.
Being a member of CSUMB's
and his troubled mother living in a
When it came time for Camara TAT program, Camara spoke of the
world that alternates fantasy and to choose a career, what better strengths the TAT major has to of
reality are the central characters of choice than to follow his passions? fer to students who are interested
"Silencio," the last feature film by Once the opportunity to create a in pursuing careers in the film in
Luis Camara, Cal State Monterey film like "Silencio" arose, Camara dustry. "TAT program offers com
Bay (CSUMB) Teledramatic Arts and did not hesitate to seize the op prehensive, hands on experience
Technology (TAT) Professor.
portunity. Despite opposition, due for students, it helps students be
Scenic backdrops, an array of to Mexico's current high crime rate, more practical, and develop critical
lights ranging in color, scribbled "Silencio" was filmed in the state of thinking skills,"he explained. In par
notes, and endless rows of film, are Queretaro, a real
ticular, Camara
a few of the elements that revolve coming
home
emphasized his
"You don't need
around the life of Luis Camara, for Camara who
approval over
whose film "Silencio" was screened had wanted to anyone's permission the fact that
at the World Theater Oct. 29th.
do something in
students have
to be a filmmaker..." the
Professor Camara's mixed inter Mexico. With the
opportunity
ests in academia, film, and CSUMB's help of his muses,
early on to use
lovely view of the ocean from cam wife, writer, and actress Gabrielle equipment and become practicing
pus, are a few of the incentives that Galanter and their son, who is also filmmakers. A skill that undoubt
led him to become a member of an actor, the film was made pos edly will come in handy once these
the CSUMB family four years ago. sible.
students go out into the world in
Originally from Queretaro, Mexico,
The film "Silencio" is about a search of opportunities.
Camara developed a passion for mother and son relationship, and
Camara has personally produced
the art of film at the young age the rich inner world of the child. and directed several short films in
of 12. Aside from coming from a The film "explores the world chil cluding "Ex Voto" and "End Game."
family of film aficionados, Camara dren create to make sense of what He has also worked as an editor
Julieta Villagomez, Staff Reporter
JVILLAGOMEZ@CSUMB.EDU

PROFESSOR CAMARA WITH HIS SON

for Hollywood director, Rodrigo
Garcia's film "Ten Tiny Love Stories"
where he also had a chance to work
alongside people like Steve Ne
meth, founder of the independent
film company Rhino Films.
As far as advice for aspiring film
makers, movie producers or any

PHOTO PROVIDED BY
LUIS CAMARA

one interested in pursuing a career
in film, Camara believes, "You don't
need anybody's permission to be a
filmmaker. It is simply something
that you do because you want to
and most importantly, never take
no for an answer...there will always
be people who will say no."
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One Tricked Out House
CSUMB's Decoration Headquarters Spooks East Campus
Christmas. Decorations expand
across his yard and into the area
belonging to Schooner Park, cre
Life-like, air-blown spiders; an ating an area big enough for tents
8-foot shaking shimmery tree and to cover some of the decorations
a Halloween train with a skeleton and provide walking space
conductor fill the front yard of Gor so people can look at
don Ross of Schooner Park in East the decorations up
Campus. For the past four years, close, not just
Ross has been decorating his house from the side
for Halloween and Christmas with walk.
as many decorations as possible.
So far, Ross
Ross fills his yard with decora estimates
tions that move, wave, and jump he has spent
out at regular visitors. His reason $4,000
to
for doing so is to connect the Cal $5,000 for all of
State Monterey Bay (CSUMB) com his decorations,
munity through a fun night. "Peo not including the
ple always have their guard up and Christmas decora
this allows people to relax and talk," tions he claims exceed
Ross said. He believes this night Halloween
decorations.
is a night to have
Ross stated, "I add
fun. "This night re
around eight to 10
"People always
ally brings people
new
decorations
together and there
have their guard each year." Some
are a lot of differ
of his decorations,
up and this
ent cultures in this
such as a Zombie
allows people to Band, complete
community which
allows people to
relax and talk." with a half-dead
talk to neighbors
drummer,
cost
they normally don't
roughly $500.
see."
Ross considers most of his
The "decoration-addict" has lived decorations to be to be "fun" and
in Schooner Park for the past 18 "playful", so it remains an appro
years. For the last four, he has deco priate place for young kids, main
rated his home for Halloween and celebrators of this holiday. Even
Mallory DeGregori, Staff Reporter
MDEGREGORI@CSUMB.EDU

adults revel in his Halloween deco
rations, gladly accepting to watch
the show, rather than pay for the
electric bill.
"People can come and go, see
it or don't. Just take it for what
it is...enjoy it," Ross said.
'That's why I like the
holidays."
Since Hallow
een's longevity
is shortplayed,
Ross does not
have his house
fully decorated
until the day of
Halloween. Christ
mas is another sto
ry. Ross explained,
"To me the rule about
Christmas is: The day after
Thanksgiving, Christmas season
begins. Then, I leave the decora
tions up until New Year's Eve."
To curtail the cost of decorations
(and the unfathomable electric
ity bill) passer-bys have suggested
Ross charge admission or ask for
donations.
"No. That's exactly what I do not
want. I don't want money," he said.
"It is a freedom to enjoy the holiday
and see houses like mine."

ROSS' DECORATIONS ARE A
NEIGHBORHOOD TREAT

HALLOWEEN AHOY!

ROSS AIMS TO PUT THE NEIGHBORHOOD ON THE RIGHT TRACK FOR HALLOWEEN

PHOTOS PROVIDED BY
MALLORY DEGREGORI
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OTTER OOPS

sexual healing

Issue 3:
Photo Credit for Anti-Columbus Day Photos (p.24) - Sam Bhom
The Many Faces of Sheetal Gandhi (p.21)
"In Indian culture, a girl goes through things a lot that people don't
understand. I'm going through it," stated Purvi Shah, BIO, junior.
Rec. Field of Dreams (p. 16)
Correction: Sports Club Council is a separate entity from Inter-Club Council
and has been working with Intramurals over the past several months.

Suzanne Worchester is not a student. She is Science and Environmental
Studies Faculty.

Can your LOVE
go the distance?

EDITORIAL POLICY
The Otter Realm is a bi-monthly student publication produced by the Otter
Realm club and HCOM 389. Opinions expressed herein do not necessarily
reflect the views of the Otter Realm, CSUMB administration, faculty, staff or
college policy.
The Otter Realm serves two purposes: It is a training lab for students
who wish to develop journalism skills, and it is a forum for free expression
of campus issues and news. The Otter Realm Editorial Board will determine
what to print on these pages. The Editorial Board reserves the right to edit
for libel, space or clarity.
POLITICS
VOTING
PROPOSITION
UNITY
CLUBS
AWARENESS
COMMUNITY
WINNING
THANKSGIVING
HOLIDAY
FALL
MONTEREY
FILM
PANEL

SUDOKU
sudo-ku [soo-do'koo]

Each Sudoku has a unique solution
that can be reached logically
without guessing. Enter digits
from 1 to 9 into the blank spaces.
Every row must contain one of
each digit. So must every column,
as must every 3x3 square.

Karri Carrick, Staff Reporter
KCARRICK@CSUMB.EDU

Relationships
are hard and
when it comes
to
long
distance
relationships, it can be a
lot harder than expected.
Take the challenges you face
in a relationship and multiply
this times ten, and you have
the difficulties of a long distance
relationship. Many say "Absence
makes the heart grow fonder," but
does it really? I personally believe
that long distance is something
every couple in
a
serious
relationship should experience; it
is a true test of whether or not you
should be together.
An article on the USA today
website includes a study done
by the journal Communication
Research, which shows over half
of college students are in long
distance relationships, and up
to 75% will be in a long distance
relationship at some point in their
college career.
Going away for school for
those "dreaded" two or four years
apart is the biggest cause of long
distance relationships. Jealousies,
insecurities, and random fighting
over nothing seem to come out
of the woodwork when loved
ones are not in frequent sight. Not
knowing what the other person is
doing all the time can be cause for
concern, but if you are honest and
trust your partner it shouldn't be a
problem.
So what is the biggest challenge?
In an interview with a few students
the general response is"the physical
aspect." Sarah Siminski, junior,
HCOM, stated, "It's hard not being
able to comfort your significant
other physically when they are sad."
It is true words are comforting and
can keep you content, but there
is nothing like physically being
with the person you love. Nothing

compares
to
feeling their hand
on
your
cheek,
brushing
the
hair
out of you face, or simply
wrapping
their
arms
around you to keep you

warm.

Another one of the biggest
factors causing problems with
long-distance relationships are
social networking sites. By not
being with your significant other
all the time, you are naturally going
to be curious as to what they are up
to. I have witnessed many friends
who constantly check Intsagram
or Facebook to see what their
boyfriend/girlfriend is doing. The
simple act of my boyfriend "liking"
a picture of another girl or a guy
commenting on the other's status/
photo is enough to start a huge
fight. In an interview with Gabriella
Ruiz, junior, HCOM, who has been
in a long-distance relationship
for two years, said, "We both stay
off Facebook to avoid that sort of
thing."
Although a long distance
relationship faces many different
obstacles if you are with someone
you truly love, the person you
want to spend the rest of your
life with, the distance is worth it.
Having been in a long distance
relationship myself for over a year
and a half, I know there is nothing
better than finally getting to see
your boyfriend (or girlfriend) after
weeks of waiting. It makes every
time you see them feel like the first
time.
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By: Julieta Villagomez
JVILLAGOMEZ@CSUMB.EDU

Ghazal for Castroville

A gentle summer breeze caresses row upon row of sweet, juicy strawberries. This is my home.
It is a place where the ocean meets the sandy shore I call home.

Surrounded by the clean, sweet scent of dew-showered grass, still beads of water
clinging to its ends team with life on each strand. This is home.

Solace is within a dream-like haze, where I am sheltered by an endless blanket of fog.
More than a physical location, it is a feeling of welcome, belonging, of peace, of home.
I awake to the crowing of the roosters, who never fail to hail the rising sun,
a magical place where modern life and nature collide. That is home.
The enchanting smell of home cooking, accompanied by the clatter of dishes, pots and pans, not
to mention the irresistible sound of food sizzling on the stove, this is home.
The solace of the picturesque sunset setting on the horizon, with its magnificent shades of
pink, purple and orange bouncing off the clouds, cast a glow unlike any other, one of home.

A place that is not forbidden, that does not have to be hidden, a love that is not impossible,
this story does not have to end in tragedy. Juliet gets to come home.

I hated

hipsters before
it was cool

SUBMISSIONS
Ever wanted to have something
published in a newspaper?

Now is your chance!

By: Brandt Barstad
BBARSTAD@CSUMB.EDU

SEND IN YOUR CSUMB OR
OTTER REALM MEMES/
FUNNY PHOTOS TO
KSHONEFF@CSUMB.EDU
TO BE FEATURED IN OUR

otter

Voices

section!

OR TAG US ON

Instagram!
#OTTERREALM

The Otter Realm is now looking for creative
works of poetry, short stories, letters to the
editor, and reviews. Send your submissions
to submissions@otterrealm.net. Our print
limit is 500 words, but we will publish the rest
at www.otterrealm.net

OTTERS ON CAMPUS

Otter Realm | November 1, 2012 | www.otterrealm.net

Designed By: Adam Napoletano

If You Are Voting, Which Prop Are You Passionate
About?
Yes, I plan to vote this year
and I am still unsure what
props I want to support.
Victoria Oliva
Senior, Kinesiology

I am voting yes on Prop 37
which will enforce labeling
on Genetically Modified
Organisms (GMOs).
Jacinto Salazar
Student Activities and
Leadership Development

Prop 37. As a consumer,
I believe there should be
more transperency and
knowing where our food
comes from can help me
make an informed decision
at the grocery store.
Jihan Ejan
Retention Advisor

I am supporting Prop
30 since it will benefit
me as a student.
Geovana Torres
Senior, Kinesiology

Yes on 30 and No on 32. It
would prohibit unions from
using money for political
campaigns and its a way for
the wealthy to dominate in
the political environment.
Carina Cisneros
EOP Coordinator

